


commercial building sector, and a rating system for 
residential construction is in the works with a pilot 
program in 2007. Architects and builders often refer 
to themselves as LEED AP; the AP stands for
Accredited Professional. This means they have 
passed the LEED exam and are well-versed in the 
programʼs standards

Low-E Glazing. A special window coating that 
helps prevent the warmth inside your house from 
escaping through the glass in the winter (pyrolitic).
A variation (solar control) is designed to block heat 
from the summer sun. Low-E coating can reduce 
energy use by up to 35 percent. 

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC). A measure 
of how effective a window or door is at keeping out 
solar heat. It is calculated by taking the amount of 
solar heat that enters a room through a window or 
door (center glass), divided by the amount that is 
actually contacting the exterior of the unit. The lower 
the value, the better the unit keeps out solar heat. 

Thermal Break. A material that doesn't transmit 
heat well, such as plastic, sandwiched inside the 
metal parts of the frame. This reduces the heat being 
transferred through the frame. Thermal breaks can 
be used in the spacer between panes of glass in 
multi-pane windows as well as in the main body of 
the frame. 

Tinted Glazing. Tinted glass and tinted window 
films reduce the amount of the sun's heat entering 
the building. The shading coefficient (SC) of a 
window is the amount by which the window reduces 
heat gain. The lower the shading coefficient, the less 
solar heat is admitted. New glazings reduce the heat 
gained by your house without reducing visibility as 
much as older tinted glass and films. Visible light 
transmittance (VLT) is the measure of the amount of 
light that comes through the window. Select a 
window with a VLT of 0.60 or higher.

LIGHTING

Compact Fluorescent Lamps. These fluorescent 
lamps are small, and are designed to fit in regular 
lamp sockets. They do require a special fixture. The 
electronic ballast-based fluorescents are more 
efficient, and produce better light than the older 
magnetic ballast models. 

Fluorescent lamp. Fluorescent lamps are up to five 
times more efficient than incandescent lamps, and 
last up to twenty times longer. They require a special 
fixture. Electronic ballast fluorescents are a new 
efficient improvement over the traditional magnetic 
ballast fluorescents. Fluorescent lamps are available 
as straight tubes, U-shaped tubes, circular tubes and 
compact fluorescent lamps. 

Incandescent lamp. The most common source of 
light, glass bulbs with a tungsten filament inside. 
Approximately ninety percent of the energy 
consumed by an incandescent lamp is given off as 
heat rather than light. 

please recycle


